may also promote mother reverence, if women occupy positions of authority in the family. Finally, maternal nurturance and protection may provide a sense of security, making the home a refuge from an uncertain world. Cultures where mothers provide such a refuge should further enhance reverence for mothers.
In Latino cultures, respeto is a cultural norm that combines the elements of both honor and dignity (Garcia, 1996) . The cultural ideal of respeto (respect) is highly valued throughout the life of Latino children. For example, Harwood and Miller (1991) found that Puerto Rican mothers emphasized the importance of obedience and a demeanor of respectfulness. Respect alone, however, does not lead to reverence. People may respect their enemies, but they can only revere a person who also inspires powerful positive emotions in them. In Latino families strong positive emotions are fostered by close mother-child relationships and open expressions of physical and verbal parental affection (Escovar & Lazarus, 1982) . We should note that although reverence is commonly associated with religious worship, in this article the primary focus will be on the more secular connotations of reverence.
Observers of Latino cultures have suggested that mothers are placed on pedestals and revered as the most important person in the family and the lives of individual family members (Phillips, 1990) . Latino mothers are also thought to have a great deal of power within the family. They are frequently responsible not only for maintaining the house, taking care of the children, and inculcating values, but also for managing finances. Their opinions profoundly influence the behavior, attitudes, and values of their children.
Although Euro-American mothers often have similar roles in their households, generally these duties are expected to be shared with their husbands to some degree and therefore are not considered to be solely the domain of mothers. The idealization of sex roles as egalitarian in Euro-American culture may limit both reverence for mothers and the domestic power attributed to Euro-American mothers. In Euro-American culture, mothers are undoubtedly loved and respected, but those feelings may not attain the levels of reverence for mothers as observed in Latino cultures.
There appears to be a high cultural value placed on motherhood and things maternal in Ecuador and other Latino cultures. The centrality of motherhood to cultural life in Ecuador is apparent in the visual images that adorn public and private spaces throughout the country (Hamilton, 1998) . These images range from large monuments to tiny figurines of mothers. There are religious symbols oriented toward the Virgin Mary and monuments to mothers and infants in almost every town in Ecuador. Ecuadorians celebrate Mother's Day with parades, music, celebrations in schools, and serenades. On Mother's Day, the extended family usually gathers at the home of the eldest female in the family.
Thus, it appears likely that higher levels of mother reverence exist in Latin American families as compared to Euro-American families. If there are higher levels of mother reverence in Latino cultures, it is reasonable to ask what factors are responsible for these high levels of reverence.
MATERNAL POWER
High levels of maternal power may be linked to mother reverence. Power in general may be defined as the ability to act or produce an effect or holding a position of ascendancy over others: authority and/or mental and moral vigor (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 1994) . Maternal power may include control of financial decisions and influence over children's lives and social and family decisions. Latino men tend to have power with respect to outside institutions, whereas women are responsible for the daily affairs of the family (Jaramillo & Zapata, 1987) , even if they also work outside the home. Within traditional Latino families, there appears to be considerable maternal power within the home (Stone & Mckee, 1999) . Latino mothers are expected to care for, interact with, and socialize the young; they have the primary responsibility for managing their children's lives and schedules; and they are more likely than fathers to be considered responsible for any problems their children face (Demo, Allen, & Fine, 2000) . Men seldom interfere with the administration of the household in Latino cultures (Stone & Mckee, 1999) . In Latino cultures, the domestic and maternal roles are clearly demarcated and very meaningful. The home is considered to be the woman's responsibility. The maternal role can be seen as a set of activities, such as providing for the economic and moral support of one's children, but it can also be viewed as a province of knowledge worth controlling (Phillips, 1990) .
Euro-American mothers may hold more power outside the home than Latino mothers, and they usually share the responsibility for the home with their partners. In these ways, Euro-American mothers appear to have lower levels of maternal power in comparison to Latin American mothers. The perception that their mothers possess power in the domestic realm may lead Latino children to respect, admire, and revere them.
GENDER ROLES
Reverence for mothers may also be related to the degree to which they are perceived to match the ideal for women in their culture. Latino culture and Euro-American culture have quite different conceptions of the ideal woman. One conception of the ideal Latino woman that is particularly prevalent in Ecuador is known as marianismo. Stevens (1973) describes marianismo as "the cult of feminine spiritual superiority, which teaches that women are semi-divine, morally superior to and spiritually stronger than men." The ideal Latino woman is thought to have an infinite capacity for humility and sacrifice and an abundant store of patience (Cubitt, 1995) . Yet she also has her own spiritual and moral power. This strength makes her the center of the family and the one responsible for keeping its members together (Cubitt, 1995) . Motherhood is the role in which it is most possible for a Latina to become the virtuous, kind, and self-sacrificing woman that is so admired in Latino culture. Mothers are considered to be the most perfect of women. Most Latino cultures are also predominantly Catholic. The Catholic religion influences many aspects of the culture and values of these countries. In fact, the most ideal mother is considered to be the Virgin Mary, hence the term Marianismo. Thus, religious undertones may pervade both the idealization of women and reverence for mothers in Latin America.
The contrasting ideal for men is machismo. Although machismo is often used within the English language as a synonym for tyrannical male superiority or chauvinism, in Latino cultures it has positive connotations. Some of those positive connotations are embodied by the concept of a caballero or gentleman (Gil & Vazquez, 1996) . Machismo involves displaying honor and pride, particularly that which is derived from the support and protection of the family (Stone & Mckee, 1999) . Machismo refers to men who are assertive, responsible for their families, have strong ethics, and respect themselves and others (Mirandé, 1997) . Latino males generally do not feel the need to participate in domestic work and are less involved in the life of the home, and the lives of the children raised in that home, than are Latino mothers (Phillips, 1990; Quintas, 1989; Tiano, 1997) . Machismo is an integral part of a "culture of honor" that is prevalent in Latin American countries (Fonseca, 2001; Vandello & Cohen, 2003) .
Marianismo and Machismo embody complementary roles. Marianismo requires the protection and the external orientation of machismo, whereas machismo requires the domestic orientation and the self-sacrificing support of marianismo. Thus, the protective role associated with machismo contributes to the image of the woman as something to be valued and revered.
Although women in Ecuador often work outside the home, because of personal desire or financial necessity, the ideal of marianismo still pervades these women's lives. According to the United Nations (2001), the adult economic activity rate for women in Ecuador is 53%, whereas in the United States it is 60%. Although, these numbers appear very similar, "discrimination against women is pervasive in [Ecuadorian] society, particularly with respect to educational and economic opportunities for those in the lower economic strata. . . fewer women than men [are] employed in professional work and skilled trades, and pay discrimination against women [is] common" (U.S. Department of State, 2002) . Thus, a woman who believes in marianismo might work to support her family, but she would be reluctant to take a position that would require her priorities to lie with her career as opposed to her family.
In the United States, a popular conception of the ideal woman is known as the "super woman construct." According to the super woman construct, the ideal American woman is not focused exclusively on family but also on herself and her own accomplishments in the realms of both work and home. The ideal American woman must therefore be strong and independent and not consider the home to be her sole responsibility. The ideal woman is "driven to excel in both masculine (career) and feminine (relationships, children) pursuits" (Lochner, 1999) . A super woman is one who can have a successful job and return home to clean the house, feed her family, and keep her husband and children happy.
Latin American mothers are more likely than Euro-American mothers to match the cultural ideal for women because in Latino cultures, the very role of motherhood is inherent in the ideal for women. In contrast, in Euro-American culture, the match between perceptions of mothers and the ideal for women may not be as close because the conception of the ideal woman in this culture often places motherhood in a coequal or even secondary role to that of being a successful, independent woman. If Latino mothers were perceived to match their cultural ideal to a greater extent than Euro-American mothers, it would be reasonable to expect that they would also be revered more because their domestic roles so closely match the cultural ideal.
INDIVIDUALISM AND COLLECTIVISM
A cultural dimension that may influence reverence for mothers is individualism and collectivism. Individualistic cultures define people in terms of what they are, what they do, and what they have as individuals. The term individualism pertains to societies where the ties between individuals are loose: Each person is expected to take care of himself or herself and his or her immediate family (Hofstede, 1991) . In collectivistic cultures, people are defined in terms of their identification with a group and their contribution to the welfare of that group. Collectivists are often concerned about the effect of their behavior on members of their in-group, share resources with them, and feel involved in their lives (Hui & Triandis, 1986 ). The family is generally considered to be the most important in-group in these cultures (Triandis, 1989) . Thus, collectivistic cultures can also be considered more family oriented than individualistic cultures. Because Latino cultures tend to be more collectivistic than Euro-American culture (Hofstede, 1991; Triandis, 1989) , the greater family orientation among Latinos would be expected to lead to mother reverence.
hypotheses that Ecuadorians in general not only have a greater reverence for their mothers than Euro-Americans but also perceive mothers as possessing more power within the family and as being closer to the cultural ideal for women. It was also expected that Ecuadorians would score higher on collectivism than Euro-Americans. In addition, regression analyses were used to test the idea that mother reverence is related to maternal power, the similarity between mothers and ideal women, and individualism and collectivism within these cultures.
METHOD PARTICIPANTS
The participants for this study were 97 Ecuadorian undergraduates from the Universidad Estatal de Guayaquil (43 males and 52 females) and 79 Euro-American undergraduate students from New Mexico State University (36 males and 43 females). Students from both universities were asked to identify their ethnicity. All participants who did not identify themselves as Euro-American or Ecuadorian were excluded from the analyses. The two universities are 4-year, state-funded institutions, with low tuition. These schools generally attract lower middle or middle-class students within their respective cultures. Both the Ecuadorian and Euro-American samples indicated that they regarded themselves as being middle class while growing up. In both samples, students' ages ranged from 17 to more than 40 years old. The majority of the participants were between the ages of 17 and 25 years (92.4% of the overall sample).
The students all completed a questionnaire containing seven measures. All measures were translated into Spanish by an Ecuadorian, and back translated by an American. Before the administration of the questionnaire, the first author compared both translations for accuracy of the constructs and made adjustments where problems arose.
MEASURES
Reverence. The participants were provided with 20 statements with which they could agree or disagree on a 6-point scale. There were two subscales (10 questions each) for the measure of reverence: the extent to which children felt respect for their mothers and the extent to which they felt devoted to their mothers. The statements for the Respect subscale included the following: "I admire my mother more than any other person," "I do not respect my mother very much," and "In my eyes, my mother can do no wrong." The statements for the Devotion subscale included the following: "I treasure my mother," "I would hesitate to say I adore my mother," and "My mother is the most important person in my life." The statements were balanced and reverse scored as necessary. One item was removed because of a negative correlation with the overall measure (Cronbach's alpha = .83 for the overall scale).
Maternal power. The participants were provided with 15 statements with which they could agree or disagree on a 6-point scale. The statements included the following: "My mother runs the family," "Members of my family often make important decisions without consulting my mother," and "My mother is the most influential person in my family." The statements were balanced and reverse scored as necessary. One item was removed because of a negative correlation with the overall measure (Cronbach's alpha = .70).
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Similarity of mothers and ideal women. To determine the perceptions of ideal women, a list of 20 possible characteristics was provided. Participants rated how often they believed that the ideal woman should display the listed characteristics on a 10-point scale (never to always). The characteristics included the following: giving, compassionate, competitive, tender, understanding, strong, patient, and warm. They also rated their own mothers on an identical set of 20 characteristics. In addition, the participants rated the valence of each of the characteristics used in the Ideal Woman and Mother scales using a 7-point positivity and negativity scale. To obtain an index of the similarity of mothers and ideal women, the participant's rating for each of the characteristics of the ideal woman and the participant's rating of his or her mother was multiplied by the valence ratings for the relevant characteristics. For each characteristic, the difference between the score for mothers and the score for the ideal woman was obtained. Then these difference scores were summed across all 20 characteristics to create an index reflecting how closely their mothers matched their perceptions of the ideal woman. Thus, the closer the score is to 0, the more similarly mothers and ideal women are perceived (Cronbach's alpha = .91).
Individualism and collectivism. The Individualism and Collectivism scale was adapted from the shortened INDCOL (Individualism and Collectivism) Scale (Hui & Yee, 1994) . Participants were provided with 33 statements that they could answer according to a 6-point agree or disagree scale. Statements included the following: "There is everything to gain and nothing to lose if colleagues work together in groups to help each other," "I like living close to my good friends," "The mood of my neighbors often influences me," and "Even if the child wins the Nobel Prize, parents should not feel honored in any way." The statements were balanced and reverse scored as necessary. Three items with negative correlations to the overall scale were removed from the analysis (Cronbach's alpha = .71).
RESULTS

CROSS-CULTURAL COMPARISONS
To test the idea that Ecuadorians differed from Euro-Americans on the primary variables of interest, Hotelling's t² test was used to examine national differences in reverence, maternal power, and individualism and collectivism (Table 1) . This analysis revealed a significant crossnational difference, F(1, 154) = 5.35, p < .01. A test of between-subjects effects further revealed that Ecuadorians were found to display significantly higher levels of reverence than EuroAmericans on the Reverence scale, F(1, 154) = 5.70, p < .05. Ecuadorians also scored significantly higher on the measure of maternal power, F(1, 154) = 15.61, p > .001. An ANOVA revealed that the Ecuadorians also rated their mothers as more similar to the ideal woman than Euro-Americans, F(1, 148) = 3.64, p < .06 (Table 1) . No significant differences between the two cultures were found on the Individualism and Collectivism Scale, F(1, 161) < 1.00, ns. Hotelling's t² test was also employed for the purpose of examining potential differences when using the Reverence subscale and Respect and Devotion subscale, F(1, 154) = 4.19, p < .01. A test of between-subjects effects revealed that Ecuadorians scored higher on respect, F(1, 154) = 3.04, p < .08, and devotion, F(1, 154) = 6.61, p < .01 (Table 1) .
REGRESSION ANALYSES
The correlations among all of the variables for both samples are presented in Table 2 .
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A simultaneous regression analysis was used to examine the hypotheses that maternal power, levels of individualism and collectivism, and similarity of mothers to ideal women are predictors of reverence for mothers (Table 3 ). The regression model was the following:
The resulting R 2 was .50, p < .001. The β's for individualism and collectivism (β = .29, p < .001), maternal power (β = .35, p < .001), and similarity of mothers and ideal women Mealy et al. / REVERENCE 471 (β = .35, p < .001) were significant predictors of mother reverence. Neither nationality nor gender was a significant predictor of mother reverence.
Analyses were also run separately by culture because we anticipated that there might be differences in the predictors of reverence in each country (Table 4) . For these analyses, the regression model was the following: Reverence = a + b1(power) + b2(INDCOL) + b3(similarity) + b4 (gender). The R 2 for the Euro-American sample was .59, p < .001. The β's for individualism and collectivism (β = .45, p < .001), maternal power (β = .22, p < .02), similarity of ideal woman and mother (β = .40, p < .001) were significant. The R 2 for the Ecuadorian sample was .37, p < .001. Individualism and collectivism was not significant (β = .030, ns), but both maternal power (β = .47, p < .001) and similarity of mothers and ideal women (β = .30, p < .01) were significant. Gender was not a significant predictor of mother reverence in either country.
SEX DIFFERENCES
A one-way ANOVA examining the similarity of mothers to ideal women revealed a significant sex difference, F(1, 147) = 4.66, p < .05, with males indicating higher levels of similarity. Follow-up analyses revealed that this difference was more marked in the Ecuadorian sample, F(1, 73) = 2.35, p < .05, than the Euro-American sample, F(1, 73) = .76, ns.
DISCUSSION OF STUDY 1 CULTURAL LEVEL ANALYSES
The results indicated that Ecuadorians scored higher on both subscales of Reverence (respect and devotion) than Euro-Americans did. They also scored higher on the measure 472 JOURNAL OF CROSS-CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY of maternal power. In addition, Ecuadorians reported higher levels of similarity between their mothers and the ideal woman than did Euro-Americans. The clustering of mother reverence, maternal power, and the idealization of mothers probably characterizes not only Ecuador but other Latino cultures as well. It remains to be determined in future research if mothers are also revered in non-Latino cultures where they possess power and are idealized.
The finding that nationality was not a significant predictor in the regression analysis, despite the significant mean difference in mother reverence scores between Ecuador and the United States, is due to a suppressor effect. When maternal power is dropped from the regression analysis, nationality becomes a significant predictor of mother reverence.
No significant differences were found between the two cultures on the Individualism and Collectivism scale, suggesting that college students in Ecuador do not regard themselves as collectivistic. This is a particularly interesting finding, as Ecuador is considered to be a collectivistic culture in most of the cross-cultural literature (Hofstede, 1991) .
WITHIN CULTURE ANALYSES
To examine the within culture determinants of mother reverence, regression analyses were used. These analyses indicated that maternal power and the similarity between mothers and ideal women were significant predictors of mother reverence in both Ecuador and the United States. Thus, the regression analyses mirror the between-culture analyses and suggest that maternal power may foster respect for mothers and devotion to them, regardless of the culture in which it is found. In both cultures, mothers who are seen as possessing the characteristics associated with ideal women are revered, probably because it is easier to revere mothers who are perceived as being perfect.
The individualism and collectivism measure was a significant predictor of mother reverence in the U.S. sample but not in the Ecuadorian sample. Thus, although EuroAmericans who were highly collectivistic displayed higher levels of reverence for their mothers, this was not the case in Ecuador, perhaps because in Ecuador, mothers tend to be revered, regardless of whether their children are individualistic or collectivistic.
STUDY 2 CULTURAL FACTORS AND MOTHER REVERENCE
The second study was designed to examine the role that cultural dimensions play in the development of mother reverence. Hofstede (1980) identified four primary cultural dimensions along which cultures differ: power distance, uncertainty avoidance, masculinity and femininity, and individualism and collectivism.
Power distance. Power distance concerns the extent to which power-related hierarchies are considered to be legitimate in a given culture. In much of the social science literature, Latino cultures have been characterized as authority oriented. In fact, Latin American cultures have been found to be high in power distance, whereas the United States is relatively low in power distance (Hofstede, 1991) .
In high-power distance cultures, children are expected to treat parents and elders with high levels of respect from childhood through adulthood. Parents teach children obedience, and children treat parents with respect (Hofstede, 1991) . High-power distance in Latin America influences how the roles of parents, teachers, and supervisors are enacted. In addition, the power distance affects the display of status symbols and language use (Albert, 1996) . In low-power distance countries, parents encourage their children to be responsible for their own lives and act as equals when interacting with their parents and other elders (Hofstede, 1991) .
It is important to note that although power distance is evident within Latino cultures, authority figures are also expected to be benevolent and interpersonally oriented. Individuals of differing status may be perceived as emotionally close and are treated with affection (Albert, 1996) . Therefore, respect and devotion, the two primary facets of reverence, are not mutually exclusive in Latino cultures. High levels of power distance should contribute directly to levels of respect for maternal authority figures, and the positive emotions that are associated with this particular type of respect may contribute to increased levels of devotion.
Uncertainty avoidance. Uncertainty avoidance concerns the extent to which members of a culture feel threatened by uncertain or unknown situations. In low uncertainty avoidance cultures, deviant behavior is not necessarily felt to be threatening. In high uncertainty avoidance cultures, "what is different, is dangerous" (Hofstede, 1991, pp. 109) .
Ecuador has been found to be high in uncertainty avoidance, whereas the United States is relatively low (Hofstede, 1991) . Children in Latin American societies may feel that their mothers provide them with a haven from anxiety and uncertainty and feel strong affection for them as a consequence. Thus, uncertainty avoidance might contribute to the greater feelings of mother reverence in Ecuadorian culture as compared to Euro-American culture. Hofstede (1991) , the cultural dimension of masculinity and femininity concerns gender role differences. Gender roles are more pronounced in masculine countries than feminine countries. Both Ecuador and the United States are considered to be masculine countries, and both have received similar ratings on masculinity in the past. However, it is important to note that levels of other cultural variables, such as power distance, may influence the form that masculinity and femininity takes within a culture.
Masculinity and femininity. According to
Ecuador has been found to have both a masculine culture and high-power distance. According to Hofstede (1991) , this combination is associated with a norm of a dominant, tough father and a submissive mother, one who is a refuge for consolation and other tender feelings. The combination of masculinity and low-power distance (as in the United States) does not emphasize the difference between male and female roles to the same extent. As the United States continues to emphasize low-power distance and equality between the sexes, it is likely that gender role differentiation will be reduced even further.
Other research during the past few decades supports the idea that men and women are viewed quite differently in Ecuadorian and Euro-American culture. As previously mentioned, in Ecuadorian culture, one ideal of women is known as marianismo and the corresponding ideal for men is known as machismo. The impersonal father figure and loving mother figure created by the role differentiation inherent in these concepts could easily facilitate the development of stronger emotional bonds to mothers, resulting in mother reverence. Because gender role differentiation is less extreme in the United States than it is in Ecuador, it would not be expected that Euro-American mothers would be revered as much as Latino mothers.
Independence and interdependence. Because there were no cultural differences in individualism and collectivism in the first study, the independence and interdependence of the self was examined in the second study. Independence and interdependence taps self-construals-an important component of individualism and collectivism. People in collectivistic cultures have a higher probability of possessing interdependent self-construals, whereas people in individualistic cultures have a higher probability of possessing independent self-construals. EuroAmericans are believed to exemplify independence, whereas Latin Americans are thought to evidence interdependence. People with an interdependent self-construal accentuate accommodation of, and harmonious relationships with, others. Those with independent self-construals emphasize asserting one's identity, appreciating differences between oneself and others, and taking care of the self (Markus & Kitayama, 1991) .
Independence and interdependence may have a greater effect on personal relationships and emotional experiences, such as mother reverence, than individualism and collectivism, which governs a broader range of behavioral norms. In cultures where mothers stress having harmonious relationships with others, children are expected to be strongly attached to their mothers and be more devoted to them.
To summarize, the second study examined mother reverence in relation to uncertainty avoidance, power distance, gender differentiation, and independent and interdependent self-construals. In addition, the relationship between mother reverence and maternal power was re-examined in this study.
METHOD PARTICIPANTS
There were 92 undergraduate psychology students from the Universidad Estatal de Guayaquil in Ecuador (25 males, 64 females; 3 did not respond to this question) and 95 undergraduate psychology students of Euro-American background from New Mexico State University (34 males, 61 females) who participated in this study. Students from both universities were asked to identify their ethnicity. All participants who did not identify themselves as Euro-American or Ecuadorian were excluded from the analyses. In both countries, participants ranged from age 17 to more than 40 years old. The majority of the participants were between the ages of 17 and 25 (87.1% of the overall sample).
MEASURES
All students completed a questionnaire containing seven measures. All measures were translated into Spanish by an Ecuadorian and back translated by an American. Before the administration of the questionnaire, the first author compared both translations for accuracy of the constructs and made adjustments when problems arose.
The first author controlled for the equivalence of the administration procedures by personally administering the questionnaire in both locations. All questionnaires were completed in a classroom setting.
Reverence. Participants completed the measure of mother reverence developed for use in the first study (Cronbach's alpha = .89).
Maternal power. Participants also completed the measure of maternal power developed for use in the first study (Cronbach's alpha = .77).
Power distance. The Power Distance Scale was adapted from the Social Dominance Scale (Sidanius & Pratto, 1999) . One item was modified to clarify the nature of the sentence and another item relating to whether the father has the ultimate say in the family was removed, as it was at odds with the goals of this particular study. There were 15 statements with which the participants could agree or disagree on a 6-point scale. The statements included the following: "Some people deserve more respect than others," "It is important to defer to people in authority," and "Status differences in society should be based on merit." The statements were balanced and reverse scored as necessary (Cronbach's alpha = .39). Because of the low internal consistency of this measure, it was excluded from the analyses.
Uncertainty avoidance. An Uncertainty Avoidance Scale was designed for this study that provided participants with 10 statements with which they could agree or disagree on a 6-point scale. This scale was designed by the authors, relying on the definition of uncertainty avoidance provided by Hofstede. All the items in this scale referred to personal feelings of uncertainty. For instance, "I wish I had more control over the future," "I think all societies should have clear rules and guidelines for social behavior," and "I prefer social situations where everyone knows what is expected of them." The statements were balanced and reverse scored as necessary (Cronbach's alpha = .76).
Independence and Interdependence. The Independence and Interdependence Scale developed by Gudykunst et al. (1996) was employed in this study. Participants were provided with 29 statements with which they could agree or disagree on a 6-point scale. The statements included the following: "My personal identity is very important to me," "I respect decisions made by my group," and "If there is a conflict between my values and the values of groups of which I am a member, I follow my values." It should be noted that, although Hofstede (1991) conceived of individualism and collectivism as a continuum, independence and interdependence are considered to be orthogonal dimensions (Singelis, 1994) . Thus, in this study the independence-interdependence measure was analyzed according to its subscales. The statements in the two subscales were balanced and reverse scored as necessary (Interdependent subscale, Cronbach's alpha = .80; and Independent subscale, Cronbach's alpha = .72).
Gender differentiation. A Gender Differentiation Scale was designed for this study that provided participants with the same set of 32 characteristics twice. For one set, they indicated to what degree men should possess each characteristic on a 6-point scale, and for the other set, they indicated to what degree women should possess these characteristics. The characteristics were composed of eight traits that were selected to typify machismo, the American male, marianismo, and the super woman construct. Previous research was consulted to select characteristics that typify each cultural ideal (Cubitt, 1995; Lochner, 1999; Mirandé, 1997; Stevens, 1973; Stone & Mckee, 1999) . Examples of these traits are the following: machismo: good provider, traditional; American male: ambitious, decisive; mariansimo: proper, selfsacrificing; and the super woman construct: self-sufficient, strong willed.
A scale reflecting the difference between the ratings of males and females on these traits was computed. The difference between the ratings on masculine traits was computed by subtracting the ratings for the degree to which women should possess each of these characteristics from the degree to which men should possess the same characteristics. The difference between the ratings on feminine traits was computed by subtracting
DISCUSSION FOR STUDY 2 CULTURAL LEVEL ANALYSES
As in the first study, Ecuadorians and Euro-Americans differed on both subscales of Reverence and in levels of perceived maternal power. This supports the contention that levels of mother reverence and maternal power are higher in Latino than Euro-American culture. Again, the finding that nationality was not a significant predictor of mother reverence in the regression analysis is due to the suppressor effect exerted by maternal power. The association of mother reverence with maternal power suggests that cultures that promote the development of maternal power in domestic roles may produce children who revere their mothers, probably because children are socialized by mothers who possess power, command respect, and inspire devotion in their children.
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Euro-Americans were found to be higher in independent self-construals than Ecuadorians, a finding that is consistent with Markus and Kitayama's (1991) supposition that Euro-Americans Mealy et al. / REVERENCE 479 exemplify independence. It is important to note that there was not a significant difference between Euro-Americans and Ecuadorians on the Interdependent subscale, suggesting that the two cultures are equally interdependent. This may help to explain why the combined Individualism and Collectivism Scale did not produce significant differences between cultures in the first study. It is possible that Ecuador and the United States are equally collectivistic but differ on levels of individualism. The cultural difference in levels of independence obtained in the second study suggests that cultures stressing independence may limit the reverence children feel toward their mothers. Mothers in such cultures may not encourage the formation of the types of strong attachment bonds that lead to reverence.
As expected, Ecuadorians scored significantly higher than Euro-Americans on the uncertainty avoidance measure, suggesting that in cultures where people are uncomfortable with uncertainty, children may seek refuge in, and consolation from, their mothers-revering them as a result. It is also possible that cultures with high levels of uncertainty avoidance may incline people to avoid ambivalent feelings, because ambivalence may be construed as a type of uncertainty, which may make people in these cultures uncomfortable. Thus, high levels of uncertainty avoidance in a culture may restrain individuals from acknowledging ambivalent feelings toward their mothers. In sum, at the cultural level, mother reverence was associated with high levels of maternal power, low levels of independence, and high levels of uncertainty avoidance.
WITHIN CULTURE ANALYSES
To understand the nature of the within culture relationships between the cultural dimensions and mother reverence, regression analyses were used. These analyses indicated that maternal power and interdependence were significant predictors of mother reverence in both Ecuador and in the United States. Women with high levels of maternal power are in a position to have a greater impact on the lives of their children than women whose domestic power is more limited. They also possess considerable authority, both moral and practical. The control they exercise over their children, combined with their involvement in the lives of their children, could lead to respect and devotion from their children.
People who score high on interdependence emphasize harmonious relationships with others (Markus & Kitayama, 1991) . When people depend on others to a greater extent, they are more likely to see them as allies (Fiske, 2000) . Regardless of culture, children who are interdependent are likely to have had more harmonious relationships with their mothers than children who are less interdependent. These close bonds may lay the foundation for high levels of mother reverence.
In Ecuador, levels of independence were negatively related to mother reverence. However, this was not true of the Euro-American sample. One explanation for the association between low levels of independence and higher levels of mother reverence in Ecuador is that children who are low in independence in Ecuador fit the cultural ideal and may be more accepted by their mothers as a result. This acceptance, in turn, may lead to higher levels of mother reverence. It is likely that there was no parallel relationship among Euro-Americans, because a lack of independence is not a cultural ideal among Euro-Americans. therefore it is possible that men have grown to prefer gender differentiation and believe it to be acceptable. On the other hand, gender role differentiation has often had negative effects for women. In addition, recent trends in feminism have emphasized the importance of equality of the sexes in all areas of life (Lorber, 1994) . These trends may have led women to believe that men and women should have the same characteristics, whereas men remain more comfortable with the status quo of substantial levels of gender differentiation.
IMPLICATIONS
From these two studies, it is evident that there are greater levels of perceived maternal power in Ecuador than in the United States. This finding is of particular importance because it refutes the suggestion, often inherent in marianismo, that Latinas are powerless and simply submit to the demands of men (Cubitt, 1995) . Ecuadorian women are perceived by their adult children to have a certain power that, although it may be limited primarily to the domestic sphere, is considerable.
Additionally, this study sheds light on women's experiences and actions in North America and South America and the motives that cause women to act. To seek power and respect, American women may choose not to have children and instead seek high status positions in the workforce to feel fulfilled. In contrast, Ecuadorian women might make motherhood their highest priority and settle for lower level positions in the workforce, because they anticipate being revered and having power within the maternal role.
Mother reverence in Latino cultures also affects a number of other areas of social life, including both interpersonal and intercultural relationships. Interpersonal relationships may be positively or negatively affected by attitudes toward mothers. For example, a negative effect might occur when men idealize their mothers and come to believe that their female partners do not measure up to this ideal. Another negative effect for Latinas might occur if they choose not to have children. In this case, the prevalence of mother reverence may contribute to feelings of inadequacy and low self-esteem. Women may also experience persistent feelings of inadequacy in relation to their own mothers, if they revere and idealize them. And, for some women, mother reverence could create feelings of entrapment because they may believe the only way that a woman can be appreciated is through the role of mother. On a more positive note, high levels of mother reverence might contribute to Latinas respecting themselves as mothers. Additionally, males who revere their mothers might have greater appreciation and respect for their wives in their roles as mothers.
Mother reverence may help to explain some of the conflict experienced between Latino immigrants and the cultures to which they have moved. An Ecuadorian in the United States may have a difficult time understanding the interactions of Euro-Americans with their mothers and their seeming lack of appreciation for them. Ecuadorian men may find that within the United States, strong statements of affection for one's mother might be interpreted negatively. For example, they may be perceived as a "mama's boy," or such statements may be taken as evidence of an emotional deficiency or weakness.
Ecuadorian mothers who have immigrated to the United States might still anticipate receiving unquestioned reverence from their children. However, other cultural factors may be introduced in this setting that may diminish the reverence mothers receive. Two of the most important cultural factors to be considered are lessened power within their maternal roles (especially if there they are in a bicultural marriage) and children who develop independent self-construals. Mealy et al. / REVERENCE 481 It is also of note that the Gender Differentiation Scale did not successfully differentiate between Ecuadorian and Euro-American cultures. Thus, the perception of masculinity and femininity as presented in the ideals of machismo and marianismo are called into question by these results. It is possible that the younger generation no longer relies on these ideals as a basis for their conceptualizations of masculinity and femininity.
This research leads to interesting new questions that span many different areas. The first question concerns the generality of these findings. Can they be replicated in other cultures? Additionally, because these results were obtained with university students, future studies should verify whether they can be replicated with samples of different ages or educational backgrounds. Another interesting question for future research is what types of child-rearing practices cause mother reverence? Also, is there is a relationship between adult attachment styles and mother reverence? Finally, it would also be interesting to explore the relationship between mother reverence and attitudes toward women, especially hostile and benevolent sexism (Glick & Fiske, 1996) .
CONCLUSION
These two studies indicate that there are cultural differences in levels of mother reverence between Ecuadorians and Euro-Americans. As theorized, mother reverence appears to be related to a constellation of cultural characteristics. Higher levels of mother reverence in Ecuador were associated with cultural differences in maternal power (Ecuadorian mothers play a central role in the family), uncertainty avoidance (Ecuadorian mothers provide a sense of security and a refuge from an uncertain world), independent self-construals (Ecuadorians may not be encouraged to be independent of one another), and the degree to which mothers were idealized (the Ecuadorian cultural ideal of women centers on their domestic role). Within both cultures, the levels of maternal power were found to predict mother reverence, as did the idealization of mothers and levels of interdependence. The value of these findings is that they can be used to promote increased understanding between Euro-Americans and Ecuadorians (and most likely, other Latino populations) with respect to interpersonal and intercultural relationships. They also open up a series of interesting questions relating to the role that attitudes toward mothers play in different cultures.
